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What are your full names and occupations? 


Georges Erasmus, Herb Norwegian and Paul Andrew, 
being respectively, the President and Vice-Presidents 
of the Dene Nation. We are the Executive of the 


Dene Nation speaking for the Dene. 
What is the main point of your evidence? 


We have to begin by saying that we find these 
hearings a mockery, a disgrace to this country. 

We think that if the Canadian Government was acting 
in the most just and legal manner that we would 
not have to be going through this exercise at this 


a 


time. 


The reason that we are saying this is because the 
Canadian Government has no authority to be deciding 
whether or not there should be a pipeline fram Norman 
Wells. The National Energy Board has no right to 

be holding these hearings as far as we are cocerned. 
The only authority that the Canadian Goernment now 


has is to negtiate with the Dene.. 


Because there is so little apparent understanding 
here about what is going on, we must make it very clear 


what is really going on , and talk about Dene rights. 


What do you mean by Dene rights? 
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When we talk about Dene rights, or what some people 
call ''land claims'', let us get it really clear what 

is going ~™m. The Dene Nation does not have a ''land 
claim''. What we are dealing with is ''claims'" that 

are being made by institutions like Imperial Oil saying 
that they own an oilfield on Dene Jand. We are dealing 


with a ''claim'' of a country called Canada claiming 


that it owns Dene land. We are dealing with the ''claim'' 


of the National Energy Board that it has the authority 
to decide whether or not, and o@m what conditions, our 


resources should be developed. 


The Dene do not have a land claim. We have never 
given up our land. We have never given up the right 
to our sovereignty. We have never given up the right 
for our institutions to decide whether or not our 


resources are going to be developed. 


What are your views on the Berger Inquiry? 


We have said everything we wished to say to Mr. Justice 
Berger, and we know that he said only three years ago 
that no pipeline should be built in the Mackenzie 
Valley for ten years. These hearings are a mistake 
because the Government of Canada cannot ignore the 
process that happened with the Berger Inquiry. It 

was a process which was very thorough. There wasn't 
just discussion of the conditions on which a pipeline 


should be built. We discussed the fact that European 
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nations came to North America, Stuck dehlag, ongit ; 
and claimed it for themselves and then proceeded to 
establish their societies here, to take over entirely 
and to colonize the Native People of this country. 
We discussed our political rights and the Berger Report 


said our rights should be respected. 


How does this relate to your understanding of Canada's 


position on human rights? 


Now in the 1980's, Canada is one of the leading 
countries in the international society for human 

rights and that indicates it cannot cmtinue to have 
colonies, it cannot continue to colonize the Dene 

when we are clearly saying that we don't want it to 
continue. As far as we are concerned, building 
pipelines on our land against our will would constitute 


genccide, political genocide and cultural genocide. 


What is your understanding of the treaties? 


Our people never consciously or otherwise gave up 

the right to decide what is going to happen on this 

land. We signed Peace Treaties with European descendents. 
Our understanding of those Treaties was that we would 
allow non-Dene to came to our land, to live amongst 

us, but not for non-Déne to come and establish 
institutions that would then decide how our resources 


are going to be developed; not to let Dene institutions 
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= 6.= 
be undermined by foreign institutions that would then 
make laws for us, but that has continued to happen. 
We told all this to Judge Morrow and he too listened 
to us carefully. Why must we keep doing this? Is 


the Government of Canada deaf? 


Prior to the European contact, we had a complete society 

We had our own language; we had our own way of making 
clothing; we had our own social structure; we had our 

own religious belief; we had our own political institutions. 


We had a complete way of life. 


What has been the impact of EuroCanadian society on the 


Dene? 


What has happened is other institutions have been 
imposed upon us and slowly what has happened to the 
-Dene ts that there are-now contradictions-amongst us 
that we are not of our own doing. ron will find in 
every community conflicting institutions, institutions 
that have been brought here by the European descendents 


and institutions that have survived from the Dene society. 


This has led to continuous breakdown. We have high A 
alcoholism. We have high family breakdown. We have 

child neglect. We have divorces amongst our people 

that we never had before. We have high suicide rates. 


And this is because there is no assurance of a Dene 


future of any kind. We have no guarantees; we have no 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
University of Alberta Libraries 


httos://archive.org/details/beforenationalenOOunse_0 
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control; and a very good example is this pipeline. 


If you want to start a mine next to this community, 
or if you want to start a community next to this 


community, we have no control. 
How do you see this pipeline proposal? 


This particular development is just one more in a 

long series. You may try to look at this effect 
singularly, isolate it from the rest. If there is 

a suicide that starts three weeks after you start this 
seerirnee is it something that you will attribute 

to that pipeline or will it be the dam that was built 
two years ago or the mine that was built five years 
ago? It doesn't matter to the Dene. We are still 


losing people. 


One thing that the Dene really take as an insult is 
when some fellow or some company is there looking 

with greedy eyes at a resource that the Dene have lived 
on for 30,000 years and this person then just develops 
it, exploits it, at a certain time because the market 
is right. So the Dene will come and say: who is going 
to get the benefits from these resources; and the Dene 
goes on to say: we don't like this project to go 
ahead, whether it is mine or an oilfield. We say 


we don't want it to go ahead under these caditions, 


and that ripoff artist stands there and says Dene are 


29 


30 












: , Z ; . 7 aoe Ten . 
) a é 
ia ne a - 
A ; ; _ 7 
witsqig 2efdy 2] inl | be Ke er ee Ie jad 
. ’ 4 <) : 





yelorpe met faye 


te " 


o2 og sod(O7G ‘Side brie rn vate si ia: 











: Be ee 
" t ort a ' Fen * 7 ot 
+ Ave or oe rT spi eh 4) waits it 
ve we ¥ r i Y yn ; 
re. Wea ee 


* 
' 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


ae 
Standing in the way of progress, that you guys are 
not being realistic. And that is a lot of rot. We 


are talking about absolutely clear-cut theft. 


Are the Dene against deve lopment? 


The issue here is not whether or not the Dene are 
against development. There is not a human being 
anywhere that is against the betterment of human 
society unless that person has lost most of his 


faculties. As for the resources that are on Dene 


land, if the Dene ever get the kind of camtrol. of our 


resources that we seek, everything, whether it is 


a renewable resource or non-renewable resource, wil] 


be developed. 


What is your major concern with respect to resource 


- deve lopment? 


Obviously our major concern will be that when that 


resource is developed it has some major benefits for 


our people. That is what we are concerned about. 


But it is absolutely clear to us that under the 


present conditions, any development adds to what is 


already going on, and this pipeline that is being 


discussed will be the gateway to further exploration, 


further development. 
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We don't have the luxury of sitting down and pretending, 


the way the National Energy Board does that the world 


works in complete isolation from one piece of development 


to another, because we know that it does not. We are 
fully aware that if developers believe that the North 
is again open game, they can go into the North, they 

begin to plan for all the pipelines they want. They 

can plan for all the mining development they want. 

We are fully aware that that is just the beginning of 
another round of exploitation and we are resolved to 


call a stop to it now. 


What does this do to Northern society? 


What | really find pitiful about what is going on 


in the North is how easily the different parts of 


Northern society can be made to turn our guns on 


each_other. 


We have in the North the Inuit that have been here i. 
countless centuries and the Dene have been here for 
countless centuries. We also have long-term residents 
that come from neither of these people, and we have 

a lot of transient people that have plugged into the 
institutions that have been brought from the South, 
institutions that are either here to colonize the 

Dene or the Inuit, institutions that are here to 


exploit the resources that lie in the North. 
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We have a very small Northern business society. About 
99.9 percent of that business society happens to be 


non-Native. 


The Northern economy, very much like Canadian economy 

in all of the provinces, is not even owned by Canadians. 
Small business here like everywhere else hangs on to 
the coattails of multi-nationals. When Exxon -- which 
controls Imperial Oil, which control Esso Resources and 
Interprovincial Pipelines -- sneezes, small] businesses 


go bankrupt. 


What we are seeing once again in the North is small 
businesses deciding that in the short term, the absolute 
immediate future in the next two or three years, their 
future lies with Exxon and not with Northern society. 
Not with the possibility of working together so that 

we can get control in the North, so that as people 
living in the North like anywhere else in this country 
and anywhere else in this world, we will decide when the 
resources of the North are going to be developed and 

who will benefit and on what condition those resources 
will be developed. It is absolutely sad to see what is 


going on. 


There are some of us in the North that have not learned 
the most basic kind of element of negotiations, or in 
fact anything about actions that will change the present 


situation of the North. A basic lesson. . that vad 
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Sie 
of we people who live in the North and call it our 
home should have learned by now is that the enemy does 
not lie among us in the North. The culprit has Ethene 
been Ottawa and very large companies that will tend to 
have an international game plan BE which the North is 


only a smal] part. 


So long as it looks like the North is divided, companies 
like Exxon are laughing. We have business begging 

for a few pennies and we have other sections of Northern 
society saying: ''We are being ripped off, we are being 


led down the garden pathi!. 


Do you see any any analogy between what the Dene are 


Saying and what for example, Albertans are saying? 


For those developers that have not yet learned to 
listen to us, they should look to what Premier Lougheed 
is doing and how they have to listen to him. Albertans 
already have a provincial government. They already 
have contro] of their resources, and the dispute that 
is now going on between Mr. Trudeau and Mr. Lougheed 
and the Western Provinces is absolutely no different 
to what is going on in Northern Canada. Anyone that 
deals with elementary basic politics and attempts to 
say that the Dene are trying to stop development, and 
deals with it only ey ae terms, does not understand 


what is going on. The issue is exactly the same. 
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The President of incerta Oi] mentioned a day or two 
ago on the radio that in five years oi] will be $50 a 
barrel or more. The issue is that the North is not 
going to benefit from that and we will not benefit from 
any resource in the North until wa get control of our 
resources like Alberta and the provinces already have. 
We have been attempting to lay the foundation, to get 
control in the North. We have attempted to reach an 
agreement between the major political bodies in the 


North. 


The leadership of the North needs the support of the 
community and it needs the support of the white society 
just as much as it does the Dene society. We have 


a challenge before us in the North. We don't have 


to make the same mistakes that have been made all across 


this country in dealing with Native People. We Dene 
are the majority of the permanent residents of the 
Mackenzie Valley. Our Peete must be entrenched now 
as part of the settlement of our claim. This must 

be dome before this pipeline can be discussed. Any- 


thing else does prejudice to our claim. 


What is your view of the corporations that promote 


projects like this pipeline? 


| am speaking here to the North because | don't think 


there is any use talking to representatives of multi- 


national corporations. They operate only on the basis 
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of profits. 


We have had two meetings with Esso Resources and Imperial 
Oil. We have tried to deal logically with ee organiza- 
tion. We have explained very clearly, very vividly 

what will happen to the North, to the society up here; 
and that there is no way that anyone can tell me or any 
of the Dene or the people in the North that there will 


not be bad socio-economic impact. 


No one can convince us of that because it will happen. 

It is happening. We think that what is important is 

that we in the North must realize that the only hope 

is if we work together. It is in Ottawa's interest 

that the North stay divided. The North is the last 

place that Ottawa can still decide when resources are 
going to be developed and on what condition, and so long 
as we do not develop a credible front and we are presented 
around the world as if a Dene cannot speak to a non-Dene 
intelligently, our interests are absolutely diametrically 
opposed to each other, we will never get anythere. One 
faction of the North will continue to be used against 


the other. 


! think for a very long time we aboriginal people have 
been shouldering the movement of self-determination for 
the North by aor Sei eekand it is about time that the 
non-Dene, if they are going to make the North their home, 


shoulder part of the responsibility and see that ''get 
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th sly Ge 
rich quick’ projects like the Norman Wells oilfields 
are nothing more than a continuing ripoff of a future 


that we could all share in the North. 


A while ago, Lougheed made it very clear that if 
Trudeau puts an export tax on gas that Alberta sells 
to the United States, Trudeau is declaring war on 


Alberta. 


In the North the aboriginal people know what war is 
about because we have been under attack for a long 
time. We have many casualties to show that and it is 
time that that section of society in the North that 
lives in a very privileged, sheltered, cushioned 


situation where they have the highest paying jobs, 


they have the best housing, they have guaranteed holidays 


in the South, it is time that they understand what is 
really going on and quit being used, quit being made 
little pawns in a game that is bigger than the North, 


bigger than Canada. 


What is the relationship between the Dene Nation and 


the Territorial Government? 


We are working with the Executive of the Territorial 
Government and Territorial Council. The North must 
act in exactly tne ere way the rest of Canada is 
acting. We must protect our land; we must protect 


our people; we must make sure that if the resources 
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et At 
that belong to us in the North are developed, we have 
guaranteed benefits. 
And the other thing that must be understood dips ere 
by everyone in the North, if this development goes 
ahead the non-Dene are so well cushioned that they 


will not feel the impact like the Dene will. 


We Dene will once again contribute with our lives 
so that someone in some boardroom somewhere can l]ook 
at their profits once more and say: ''We didn't do 


too bad in the North’. 


And every time that an jndividua] Stands up and supports 
this pipeline, we really want them to be aware of 

what he or she is doing. We want the individuals that 
are representing institutions, whether they are économic 
or political institutions, in the North, when they 

are saying that there will be no adverse impact from 
this pipeline, to be aware that they are part of the 
problem and they must be ready to shoulder the responsi- 


bility of what will follow. 
What is the major conclusion of your evidence? 


We want to make it clear that the Dene Nation is 
going to do everything and anything it can to stop 
this pipeline, and we are going to ask and demand the 


support of the Territorial Government; but most 
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important we need the support of the non-Dene, particularly 


in Yellowknife and other centres like Yellowknife. 


The Government of the Northwest Territories, the Dene 
Nation and the Metis Association have for some time 
looked at this project and seen clearly that at this 
time it will not contribute to the self-determination 


of the North. 


The agenda of the North is to settle the question of 

what sort of Government we will have in the North 

which we will. be happy with. Only a Government in the 
North freely accepted by the Dene will have the authority 
to control the homeland of the Dene, will have the power 
to decide when the resources are going to be developed 


and on what conditions. 


A long, long outstanding issue which should have been 
dealt with at the commencement of this country that is 
known around the world as Canada, is the question of 
aboriginal rights. The eyes of the world are once 
again on the North. We know what the Dene are going 
to do. What people are asking is: ''What will the 


non-Dene do?''. 


A lot of people are taking educated guesses. The 
Dene are prepared to go to court, to go to any ends 
to stop this particular pipeline. The question is, 


if the Territorial Government decides to do the same 
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thing, if the five points that we jointly presented 
to Mr. Munroe in the Federal Government are not in 
any way dealt with, and the Territorial Government 
decides to also go to court to obstruct this pipeline, 
the question still is what wil] the non-Dene population 
do? Will they support their leadership and invest in the 
future, or will they once more be blinded with the 
glittering fool's gold that is in front of them being 
paraded as if there are great benefits from rapid, 


uncontrolled development? 
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